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By HI SIBLEY

HILE excavating for a new house in An important feature is the roof con-
the weed-grown lot next door, work- struction. This is of semi-trussed design
men unearthed a surprising maze of caves and can be built from old lumber collected
and trenches. Evidently they had been dug in the club members’ backyards. It will
many seasons before because bushes and = = -
h'lz_erls were growing luxuriantly from the N
soil spread over the roofs, Considerable
grading and no end of fancy language were
required before the lot was in shape to
build on. But it proved that a well-made
cave is about as substantial a clubhouse as
a boy can make.

With cold weather coming on this type of
rendezvous is timely., Properly constructed.
the disadvantages common to the ordinary
cm‘e—lpuur ventilation, dampness and dan-
ger of cave-ins—are entirely eliminated.
Mothers need have no fear about h-tting
their boys join such a neighborhood under- drain well and keep the cave warm and

round organization, If constructed as shown :|r} in the meanest kind of weather.
ftcrc such a cave is safe, dry and warm. If you have any choice of location, select
o ' . a site on a knoll,
preferably where
there is shrubbery
but no large trees,
since it will be a
Wi aad e enciane T hard job to cut
. ; BOX CUPBOARD ||| through the roots.
DRAINAGE DITCH |||'| _ Besides, that isn't
Iif

CONCEALED WITH -
DRY LEAYES AND ! fair to the trees. In

SLATS AT ANGLE
70 SUPPORT THE
ROCK CAMOUF LAGE
HEAVY SCREEM PLACED
OVER VEMNT INGABLE

Here is shown the kind of roof to put on a cave.

50D AMD BRUSH

CAMOUF LAGE \\ !

o,

i cho bR ; i Sy 'Ili addition to gnﬂ[l
drainage at the
DETAILS OF start, the knoll as-
CONSTRUCTION | sures a commanding
view of surround-

ing territory.
Located in shrubbery on some dry knoll, a pirate’s cave affords safe fE d I : &
shelter for meighborhood boys' clubs. Happy hours of plotting adven- hE Bt "’ R -
turous deeds can be spent under the dry protection of a well built cave. vated dirt away
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Erﬂm the hole in an even slope.

This helps to conceal its location.

~ Piles of dirt would give you away

in a hurry, and scouts from that
tough gang over on Boiler Avenue
would soon have your stronghold
listed for future attack.

Save all the flat stones for the
fireplace, unless bricks are avail-
able. The latter will make a bet-
ter fireplace, however, without
mortar. The roof or ceiling joists

Plan for Pirates’ Hideout Under Ground

THE GROUND PLAN OF THE CAVE

SHOWING THE TWO ENTRANCES
WHICH SHOULD BE PROVIDED FOR
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PLAN =T X 14" AT GCRAOUMD
LEVEL

ghould extend at least a foot on
each side of the excavation. The
ridge support iz made up of two
I“'l']"hl',"fﬂum Iiiil'l one on l{}'[]‘ Uf
the other, as shown in the dia-
gram. The roof boards should
be covered with tar paper or old
canvas, or i]'] i '!}jl“'!'l._ ?il.‘."'-'l“]'ﬂ]. ]EI}"
ers of newspapers. At one end
of the roof, tack Ill_‘ﬂ'l.'].-' wire screen
under the gable, and further pro-
lect this with a row of slats set at
an angle. These are to partially
support large stones placed against them
te conceal the vent. If the stones are big
enough they will not impede air circulation
to any great extent. A trench is dug for
the stove-pipe and, when this is laid, cov-
ered over again with dirt. Of course, it
will be an advantage to have the chimney
as far away from the cave as your supply
of stove-pipe will permit. However, be
sure that the top of the chimney is one or
two feet higher than the stove. Otherwise
vour draft will be sluggish. Stones should
be piled around the chimney to hide it, and

COVERED TRENCH

SEAT _J
>
Planned with two en-

trances, warmly roofed,
and dug so as to be dry and free
from rainwater, this underground
pirates’ cave is well laid out on the score of
safety to health and safety from cave-ins.

Mr. Sibley tells how to dig the sides to prevent slipping.
Note the manner in which the stovepipe is lead out

it wouldn’t be a bad idea to throw over the
chimney itself some old junk, such as rusty
washboilers, ete., that will not interfere
with draft. In case a potential enemy sees
smoke rising he naturally would assume it
to be a rubbish fire.

Cover the roof with soil and then spread
leaves and brush over it in a natural man-
ner. Next spring new growth will spring
up from the seeds thus sown. Dig a Irain-
age trench around the “eaves™ de fill with
loose brush to hide it.
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ROCKS AND ] - ;
CAMOUFLAGE AN
PILED AROUND -
CHIMMEY AND
OVER VENT COVERED TRENCH
FT i . OR TUNNEL TO
: ot EXIT 187X 28"

BRICK OR STOME STOVE
WITH SHEET IRON TOP

SIDE ELEVATION OF COMPLETED CAVE

With the two entrances some distances apart, and camouflaged, and with the stack well hidden in
brush, boulders, and non-inflammable refuse, the location of the cave is difficult to detect, especially
if its site is maturally hilly, as on a knoll. Candles are used for lighting the cave as s
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